The Bell Times

Happy Christmas from the Falkland
Islands

This iy owr first Chwistmas v the Southern
Hemisphere and because of the long summer
days we oawe finding it difficudt to-get into-the
Christmas spirit but hawe no-feoar we will! We
have aw awtificial tree, there awew't any real
ones;, and have brought out some lighty and
decorations from the UK.

Life inthe Falklands

For some of yow this will be the first
indication that we hawve stawted o new phase
v owr lives Chwrig was offered early
retirement from the MOD withy av fulll pension
i Mawch which he: didw't think too- long and
howd about. His last day was 314 Mawrchv and
he was settling into- v routine of getting done
all those joby that had beenw put to- one side
over the last 18 yeawrs. Then Helew sow v
advertisement for ao Deputy Head Teachers
position v the Falklands and the rest is
history. She got it and we moved doww at the
beginning of September. The contract is
initially for two- yeaws but can be extended to-
fouwr. We have beew provided withv av fully
dwration, the house irv BOA has beew let to- v
family for the next 2 years. It iy very nice
and, we hawve brought doww some of owr
belongings to- make it o home the rest we
have put into- stovage. The view from owr
window i fabulouws as we look out over the
narrows whichv iy the entrance to- Stanley
Habour.

We have bought the obligatory 4 wheel drive
car, v Suguki Jumney as o majovity of the
roady outside Stanley are nothing move thawv
tracks:

Tumbledown Ruw

A special event inthe school calendar iy whew
the: whole school are taken in buses to- the
base of tumbledownw ready for the cross
country run. Al tudenty take part evew if
they canv only walk it and the fitter ones botiv
boys and girly really take it seriowsly withv
timings being covefully scrutinised. Chwis
acted o race mowshal this year and went up
to-the top of tumbledownw some 2 howry early.
The views he said were magnificent.

Remembrance Day

Actually more  like a  week  of
comunemorations. Takenw  seriously by
everyone, we were lucky this year to-have seaty
in the cathedral for the service. We were
Jjoined by agood contingent of relatives and



veterany of the 82 conflict. Several pavades
took place and o fly past. We also- celebrate
battle day onw December 8% which
commemorvates o First World War nowval

engagement with the Germans.

Finally there iy the celebratiow to- come for
Mawgaret Thatcher Day onthe 10% Jan!!

Bally & Social Life.

Generally fuwn times with much dressing up i
ball gowng and black tie: Dancing iy mixed
but always includes those strictly come
dancing fovourites of the Gay Gordows and
Dashing White Sevgeant. Indeed Helen has
beenw inv the Penguinv News dancing with one
of the young teachers! Tickety avre wuch
sought after for all of the bally and they
generally have atheme. Different restouranty
cater and the food is very good. They are held
v different venwes whichy awe very cawefudly
decorated.

The Poppy Ball at the end of Remembrance
week is av red and black extrovagoango. Yes wes
do- hawve restoumvranty and they change the
menusy every month, although Lamb- iy alwoys
o the menw i some form and so- i Squid.
Helenw has joined the Falkland Ladies
Association, and bothv Helenw and Chris now
play hand chimes. Good job- it iy o detached
bungalow when we awre practising.

Weather

Because we awes inv the Southern Hemisphere it
s siwmmer at the moment and we have been
blessed with some very wawrmv days (20 degrees
+) over the last couple of weeks. Generally
there is o westerly wind that blows most days,
vavying from a strong breege to- o howling
gale. It iy the one thing that is difficult to-
come to- terms with. Becawse of the wind the
temperature does not get too high, o
average summer day being inthe mid teens.

Everw now yow cav get all 4 seasons inv one
day. It s not unheard for snow to- falll onw



Chwistmas day. WE have yet to- experience o
winter but we have been told that they awe
mostly milder than those inthe UK and drier
withv cold crisp days under v stowtling blue
sky.

widdlife

This is the place to- come if yow want to- see
penguing 5 minutes out of Stanley and yow
are v the middle of o colony of Megellanic
at Gypsy Cove. They make burrows miles from
the seav inv some cases to-lay their eggs.

Theve are few places in the wovld where yow
cov  sit downw and withinv minutes be
swrownded, by inquisitive Rook Hopper
penguing  watch  Elephant seals haul
themselves onto- the beach, hawve o lawge bird
of prey, o Cawacarav sit and eye yow up frow 3
feet away and have little Tussock bivds land
ow yow. And that's only o fraction of the
wildlife.

Island Hopping

This swmmer before Clwistmas we decided to-
sland hop. There awe several islandy to- visit
by internal flighty in av small islander plane
which lands ow grass strips. There are 2 types
of accommodation usually. Self catering and
the lodges. We decided to use the lodges

where yow awe very well catered for with
everyone sitting dowwn to-eat together.

We vigited Pebble Island which is famous for
the SAS missionw which destroyed 13 aircraft
during the conflict. It was occupied duwring
the war and the towr explaing all of this inv
detail. There  oawe  also wonderful
opportunities for wildlife including rock
hopper penguing which are very inquisitive if
yow sit doww near them We also- visited
Cavcasy Island. It sounds unattractive but iy
named after HMS Coawvcass. The food was
wonderful as they have their oww chef: It was
necessowy to- do- quite av bit of walking to- try
and work it off. Thwoughout the holiday the
weather was simply perfect. Fortunately for us
we awe able to- take advantage of residenty
rates for the flighty and accommodatio.

Shopping

Not so- muchv shopping move o general mooch
to- see what iy there. It iy impossible to- visit
one shop and get everything as they all sell v
range of different things. If it’s there and yow
want it get itll Stock does fluctuate and we
have been without potatoes for several weeks -
S theve were frogesw chips. Prices are very
high for freshv produce which is mostly floww
to the ulands but some i grownw here.
Highlights of shopping must be lack of
intervest in sell by dates if it smells okay yow
eat itll Meat iy very cheap and a whole leg of
laml- iy only £6. Clothing iy move difficdt but
LLBeaw deliver herve and kind friends have
sent dowwn ovdered things from M&S and
cotton traders.



School

Well where to- stowt! To- be fair it has been
tricky at times. I was aoware that it had failed
awv spectionn and, so- muchy change was
needed. Alastair the cuwrrent head had only
beenv inv post for several weeks befove the
wgpection and he was the first head for
several years. I hit the ground running and
together the SLT managed to- make quick
necessowy changes whichv howe allowed the
school to- pass the interim inspection withs av
satiusfactory v most aveas. There awe stll
challenges to- face but generally I enjoy the
work. Class siges oftenv do- not exceed 14 and
cov be much smaller at KS4. Studenty awe
generally well behawed but like most young
people they canv all hawve their mowments!!
Hopefully the school is now ow the up as we
alll wovk together to- make it the excellent
place I know it canw be: Certaindy I am the
first deputy head there has been so- I am
blaging o trail I think and I do enjoy
putting my knowledge and experience to-
good use.

Interestingly the rescue helicopter lands o
the school field and regulawly stops play, but
look at the view!!

Boys & Family

Family seem to- be getting onw well without us:
Bothv sony keep in touch viow Skype: and they
look okay- no-dreadful visible tattoos and no-
signy of thew pining to- nothing. In December
wuwun visited friends aond was able to- hawve av
Skype call withv us: She was truly amaged at
the technology and kept touching the screen!
Difficult though I know it is for her she has
always been Helens mainy coweer supporvter

ond puty o av cheerful voice at all times. We
do- speak each week on the phone

Coming Home?

Well initially the contract was for 2 yeows but
4 yeaws could be likely. We have settled really
well and, enjoy the life here. We will come
home next Christmas using owr avnwual flight
and as it iy the ssunmer holiday will spend
about o monthv inv the UK so- be wauwned we
may Visit as we are homeless!!

And Fonally....

Canwv we wishy yow av very happy and healthy
new yeoar. Thank yow for all the emaily it s
great to- press the button and see something
v the inbox. We do try to- reply promptly.
Come and see usy we wouldd love to- have more
visitors. Nov - Mawch are the best times to- see
wildlife we awre owvailable all year!! We have
changed owr lives and takenw o risk - brave?
not really just up for a challenge before we
slide doww into- retivement.

Muchv love to- everyone and heaw from yow
soow

Helew and Chwiy





